
Obstacle course for the Camel Road Playground

Made by local people for local people

St John’s Green Pilot 
Case Study 

A project ran by muf, Create and RDLAC, testing the 
community led regeneration of St John’s Green in 
North Woolwich. As well as creating new places for 
gathering, play, outdoor cooking and biodiversity, 
the production of the projects offer meaningful up-
skilling of young people in the area though both it’s 
design and making. 

A series of workshops with various groups from 
North Woolwich helped to develop an approach to 
enhancing  the park. A community biodiversity audit 
underpinned the brief for re-wilding areas, while a 
group of under 16s have designed and constructed 
permanent public seating areas. 

Pilot making project with young people in St John’s Green North Woolwich Example of an obstacle course in a small park.



I played here as a 
kid and 30 years 
on nothing has 

changed  - except 
it’s all a bit more 

broken

Camel Road Playground today



share your 
knowledge, 

what matters most to 
you?

Invitation to local 
people to co-design 
improvements to the 
playground



The fence broke 
and nobody 
repaired it.

somewhere to grow 
fruit and vegetables, 
I don’t have enough 

space at home

Create jobs to make 
activities for kids, 

vandalism happens 
because the kids are 

bored.

Have drums or a 
punch bag to get rid 

of anger

I’m 8, 
there’s stuff for little 
kids and teen-agers 

but nothing for us

Trampolines, 
a ping-pong table, 

space to ride a bike 
with no cars, a tree 
house, an obstacle 

course

I come here 
because I live in a one bed-
room flat, there’s five of us, 
this is like an outside room 
for me.....I’d like a covered 

area to sit.

Some of the things people want



 
OBSTACLE 
COURSE

POSSIBLE 
SWING

POSSIBLE 
SWING

The improvement plan

We have raised £80,000 from 

Big Lottery + other funding sources

£5,000 from the Assembly will fund 

local children and young people to build 

an obstacle course in the park with 

Volunteer it Yourself



Volunteer it Yourself will help local young 

people to build their own playground.

We have already made furniture in St 

John’s Green and want to continue this skill 

sharing


